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Conditions Differ
Although the conditions of factory labour in Japan cannot compare
with the more expensive standard prevailing in Great Britain, it is a
mistake, the report says, to consider them as a T^hole unsatisfactory
from the point of view of the Japanese workman The aDo\e
remarks, both as regards wages and condit ons of labour, refer to the
factory industries of Japan We are v>ell a\\are that in addition to
the factories there is a large part of Japanese industry, especially in
the lighter trades, which is carried on in the homes of the people
We had no opportunity of investigating this for ourselves, but \\e
were informed that conditions in these home industries are very far
from satisfactory, and that they represent a factor in Japanese econ
omic life, free from factory regulations, which tends to depress both
the level of wages and the standard of life of the whole economic
organization
One advantage that Japanese industry has over British, it is re
marked, is that the per capita burden of public debt in Japan at
present is extremely small compared \\ ith that in Great Britain An
other cause which has contributed to Japanese industrial progress is
the rapid spread of rationalization and co operation in buying, manu
facturing and selling
Improving Quality
The Mission observed not only an increase in the actual power
to produce in Japan, but a rise in the quality of her products * Great
attention, they say, is being directed at the present moment toward
improving quality as well as keeping down prices We must place
on record our belief that it would be unwise to assume that the
future export activities of Japan will be limited to cheap goods of low
quality
Apart from the modernity of plant and organization, * Japan pos